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THE MADHYA PRADESH ANATOMY ACT, 1954
(No. XVI or 1954)
AMENDING ACT 

M. P. Act 23 o f 1958

[12th April', 1954)
An Act to provide for the supply of unclaimed bodies o f deceased persons to 

hospitals and medical and teaching institutions for the purpose of anatomical 
examination and dissection.

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the supply of unclaimed bodies of deceased 
persons to hospitals and medical and teaching institutions for the purpose of anatomical 
examination and dissection;

It is hereby enacted as follows: * . - *

Statement of Objects and Reasons.—For the teaching o f medicine and surgery, 
dissection and postmortem examination of dead bodies are essential. It is, therefore, 
necessary that medical institutions are ensured an adequate supply of dead bodies. But 
in the absence of some legal sanction, the utilization by medical institutions of dead 
bodies even in cases in which there are no known relatives, is attended with risk. The 
Bill is designed to remove the difficulty. ,

1. Short title, extent-and commencement.—<1) This Act may be cited ais The 
Madhya Pradesh Anatomy Act, 1954. . * .

1. ? • Received the assent of the Governor on the 12ih April. 1954;.assent fust published in (be Madhya * 
Pradesh Gazette on the 23rd April. 19$d.
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(2) It extends to the whole of .'[Madhya Pradesh],

2t(3) It shall be in force in all such areas of Madhya Pradesh in which it was in 
force Immediately before the commencement of the Madhya Pradesh Extension of Laws 
Act, 1958 (23 of 1958) and shall come into force in such Other areas and on such 
dates? as the State Government may, by notification in the official Gazcriev direct].

v

2. Dpfipitlons.—In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,—

(a) “approved institution*’ means a hospital or a medical of teaching
institution appro vetTby the State Government ttTearry on anatomical 
exanunaftOTrHnd~dissectionr------ -—" " ~

(b) “authorized officer” means an officer authorized by the State 
Government to perform the functions of an unauthorized officer under 
this Act;

(c) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules and under *his Act;

(d) “unclaimed body" means the body of a deceased person which is not 
claimed by any of his near relatives or by any person of his caste, 
creed and religion within such time as may be prescribed,

, « « _ **
3, Doubt o r dispute as to unclaimed bbdy to be referred to officer appointed

by State Government.—If any doubt or dispute arises, whether the body of any
deceased person is an unclaimed body, the matter shall be referred to such officer as
the State Government may, by notification, appoint for any area in this behalf'and the
decision of such officer shall be final and conclusive.

4. Power of State Government to authorize officers to act under Section 5.— 
The State Government may, by notification authorize for the area or any part, thereof 
In which this Act comes into force one or more officers to whom a report shall be 
made under Section 5 and who shall be competent to Act under the said section.

^5*  Unclaimed bodies to be used for anatomical examination.—(l ) Where a 
person under, treatment in a hospital whether established by or vesting in, or maintained 
by the State Government or any local authority, dies in such hospital and his body is 
unclaimed, the authorities in charge of such hospital shall with the least practicable 
delay report the fact to the authorized officer ad such officer shall then hantTogcr Jt}tv 
unclaimed body to the authorities in charge of an approved institution for the purpose 
Of conducting anatomical examination and d i s s e c t i o n .__________________________
1,. Subs, by M. R 23 ©T1958 
X Subs. by. M. P. 23 ©fl?5S.
3. Scctkxu 2 to 10 of the Act brought into force immediately, in the whole of Madhya Pradesh vide 

Public Health Department Notfn. No. 7921-2165-XfV, dated the 12th September, 1955 published in 
Madhya Pradesh Gazetted dated the 16th September, 195 j  Part t P. S27.
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(2) Where a person dies at a hospital other than a hospital referred to in 
v ;a*section (1) or in a person and his body is unclaimed, the authorities in charge of 
■v/.'fh' hospital or person shall with the least practicable delay report the- fact to the

. thorized officer and the said officer shall hand-over the unclaimed body to the authorities 
charge of an^upproved institution for the purpose specified in sub-section (1).

f 4
(3) Where a person having no permanent place of residence in the*, area where 

V'i death has taken place dies in any public place in such afea and -Jiis body is
Claimed, the authorized officer-shall take possession of tht body and shall hand it 
er to the authorities in charge of an approved institution for the purpose specified 
:sab-section (1). -

6. Penalty.—Whoever disposes of, or abets the disposal of, an unclaimed body 
vc as permitted by this Act or obstructs any authority in charge of an approved 
iiitution or an authorized officer from handing over, taking possession of? removing
using, such body for the purpose specified in the Act, shall, on conviction be 

wished with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees.

: ■ • -if
7. Dutyof police arid o ther officers to assist in obtaining possession of

icl&imed bodies.—Aii officers of the Depatments of Police and Public-Health and 
i officers in the employ of a local authority and all village officers shall; be bound 
■take all reasonable measures to assist any authority or officer authorizetfunder this 
tl to obtain the possession of an unclaimed body. .

8. Protection of persons acting under Act.—No suit, prosecution or^other legal
oceedings shall be against any person for anything which is in good faith done or 
tended to be done under this Act. ,

9. Officers to be public servants.—All officers appointed or authorized to act. 
■ ider this Act shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of
xtion 21 of the Indian Penal Code (XLV of 1860).

10. Rules.—(1) The Slate Government may, be notification, mak^ rules for
trrying out the purposes of this Act. '?m ■ '

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power 
ich rules may provide for —

(a) the time within which the body of. a deceased person may be-claimed; 
and X‘
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(b) the embalming of dead bodies.
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THE MADHYA PRADESH ANATOMY RULES, 1966

Notification No. 5580-1593-XVII-Med. IV, dated 24th December, 1966.—In 
exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 of the Madhya PradesbAnatomy Act, ‘ 
1954 (No. 15 of 1954), the State Government hereby makes th* following rules, 
namely:—

1. These rules may be called The Madhya Pradesh Anatomy Rules, 1966.

2. In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Act” means the Madhya Pradesh Anatomy Act, 1954.

(b) “Unclaimed deaa body” means the body of a deceased person which 
is not claimed by any of his near relatives or by any person of his 
caste, creed and religion within 72 hours of his death.

3. (I) Every officer and servant of the Police, Medical and Public Health 
Department, every officer and servant in the Service of a local authority and every 
village officer and servant who comes to know of the death of any person in the service 
of a local authorlv and every village officer and servant in any public place in any 
area in which he has no permanent place of residence shall report the fact to the officer- 
in-charge of the nearest Police Station with the least practicable delay.

(2) On receipt of the report under subrrule (1) the officer-in-charge of the Police 
Station shall immediately make arrangement for the removal of the dead body to the 
hospital for preservation from decay and also report the fact to the authorised officer.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-rule (2), it shall be the duty of 
the Patel or Sarpanch of the village in or near which the dead body may be found to 
arrange for the removal of the dead body to the nearest hospital for preservation from 
decay and also to report the fact to the officer-in-charge of the nearest Police Station.

(4) The bills for the cost of removal of the dead body to the hospital shall be 
sent to the officer-in-charge of the hospital concerned which shall be paid by him. The 
said officer shall also inform the authorised officer of the dead’ body having been 
brought to the hospital in his charge and of its preservation.

4. (1) Where a person dies in a hospital or in a person the officcr-in*charge of 
such hospital or prison shall immediately report the fact to the nearest relative 
mentioned in the records of the patient or prisoner. If the said relative does not claim 
the body within 72 hours, the dead boey shall be disposed off in the_manner laid down 
in Section 5 ot the Act.
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J J
(2) lending receipt o f the claim, if any, in pursuance of sub-rule (1) the dead 

[y shall be removed to the hospital or the teaching medical institution, as the case
be, for preservation from decay.

(3) If^such body is not claimed within the period specified in sub-rule ( l)  the
authorised officer shall proceed to dispose of the body in the manner laid down in 
Section 5 of the Act. . •

(4) If any of the approved institutions docs not require the dead f ody for the 
anoatomicJ examination and dissection, the authorised officer concerned shall deliver 
it to the rightful claimant or if no such claim is forthcoming, dispose of the dead body 
by cremation or burial, as the case may be.

v .

5. JThe person intending to dedicate his dead body for the purpose of anatomical j
exami nation ~and dutscction shall inform of his:intention in writingto theAuthorised 
officer ot the district concerned. The authorised officer shall maintain a record ot^ail 
such dedications in the form appended to these rules. . i

6. (1) Any matter under Section 3 o f the Act relating to any doubt or dispute in
respect of a dead body shall be .warred to the officer appointed thereunder, by an \ 
application in writing and shall be delivered personally to the said officer. ■

(2) On receipt of the application under sub-rule (1) the officer appointed under \ 
Section 3 ^f the Act shall immediately fix a date for hearing within two days o f the j 
receipt of such reference and inform the parties accordingly.

(3) After hearing the parties concerned, the officer appointed by the State .
Government under Section 3 of the Act may make such further enquiry as he may. i 
think proper and fit to dispose of the case and shall give his decision on the date of j 
hearing and his decision shall be final and conclusive. ;

7. The authorised officer shall make arrangement for the preservation of unclaimed . J 
dead hodies in ir r  mouituarv coHer so as to preserve it from decay until —

(a) a decision has bem taken under Section 3 of the Act; or

(b) it is handed over to his relative, friend or servant; or

(c) it is handed over to a medical institution for anatomical examination [
or dessection. ■ ■ I

8 / Nothing contained in these rules shall apply to cases where death has taken, 
place under supicious circumstances and the body is requited for medico-legal 
examination. In such case, if die Police have not taken possession of it themselves, 
the body shall be handed over to the Police. -
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e  Provided that anything done or any action taken under any of-jhe rules so 
j  repealed shall, unless such thing or action inconsistent with any of the provisions of 
o these rules, be deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions 

of thcserules.

JSyLiv,.

FORM 
{See Ru*c 5)

Register of persons intending to dedicate their dead bodies for the purpose 
anatomical examlnatllon and dissection.

1 District . ..............
V

S. No. Name and address of | 
the persons intending 
to dedicate his dead 
body for the purpose 

of anatomical 
examination and 

dissection

Date of 
receipt of 
application

Name of 
the approved 
institution to1 

which the dead , 
body will 
be sent

Date of 
handing 
over the 

dead body

. Remarks

0 ) (2) (3) (4) . (5) <6)

i
)

t
i
i
i —

IOC

■

| : shf t
II
t i

'sV.y'-

?

' j t
*vr pr  f. ~lurer

ro fessor , ,n ‘he 
'■•2 for



fa?
f t l H T  f t A P T  .

9—5 7 / 2 0 1 4 / 5 5 —1 ■ AtaleJ. fc d F P  28 2014

R44 i •— e lld lR 'A /'a lQ lc jlq jd  AM d *)0 Jti^W (Unclaimed dead bodies)
a r f^ c F ?  R w i d k  ^  Tf 7 5 # w / f e r r  R i^ ? t i

d ld lR 'd /O ld ld ld ^ d  A H d ' (RT (Unclaimed dead bodies) <V

R m R R f ^  ^fsfer ^  A s t r a ^ r  xRfe 1954. w m tT T  x ^ n cM r x sfa

1966, w r e r ^ r  g fcR i- ^  asmt' ^  u l ^ m  ^ r f e r r  *t

h r e i h  f^xj tc? t i  AtyyxJ'^r x̂ tct*  1966 ^  R r n  3(1) 3  u w  

t  -^ fo m , fclf& cW  -TJij XfctR«4- fipAFT <PT Wofcp 3lftrcPT& X(cf g>jfe[T$, 

A'dfStd W % I  pRPTA <W SRtpF 3 rf§ F P T $ /P )4 t[R t f t p #  c f l d l f t A /

a K m t^ c r  a t o  ■ ?#?  (?ra) f t p #  y p  3iftr?ra (d ea le r)

w R ici/ a r i# #  g f l m  a i #  £  ajPTf iw r f t  ^  ^ fti ^ i x p ire H t p p p a  

1966 <f> R m A  3 (2) 3  ^ W E I t  f tp  PJERT f* ic #  ffp s jp f l

5TcT 35t xg^ lfc r ^Jdd*> l< M  d«i<Tld5f R lft>oH M d 3  t #  X3PT#

VlfSldja 3ifird5T^i ip f  < p H |

2 / -  fcrf^AHT f$I«T ftA FT  # '  a r ^ ^ T P l  ?PARF *FP. 

4 - 2 / 0 5 / 1 - W H ,  f$Ml'<P 14 f c w rp , 2005 gTA RfinRT 3Tf#SR n, 

fa fo o H i p s i f t d i io fq , f a f t r d a ic w  <j> areftepp xjtf p f f r t  ■g®r W ^ aat ^  

^ g r s z r  s r l S m f f / f ^ c f  p p j f a  <pf TfprciWt w  p r f  4  X|P 5 d> 

3Ffpf<T mfSidjci 3 iftra>rtf w  t  i

3 / -  A S W ^ ir  xjATCf# x? k AT_ 1966 ^  R m  2 ( i)  3  d ld lR A  *[d

*1l*1d 7ffTP cp / n"tl xf P t ^ i ^ t l K  \3M«M % " Unclaimed body*’ means the body of 
a deceased person which is not claimed, by any o f his near relatives or by any person of 
his caste, creed and religion within 72 hours o f his death.

4 / — P1L WP No. 3312/2006 f T P  SXPRI f tp p ®  ASTO^fT TITPFT ^

3 R  3  A H 'f f i i  x jc g  ^qizn o w  g s a  # 3 '  viw pigp g m  t u f e r  3 F 3 R h  a r r ^ r  

‘fcp R P  03 / 0 4 / 2 0 1 4  g> xjRqrPPP 3  oildiR-A AFFT ^ c l  ^  3 lf^ 5 F 9

— 1 . .  • -
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P w i c H  ^  ft P p R i g R ?  $ i ; w  TfRft f t?  trfttr  f ^ m T ^ r

■ fftrfti \»mj : -— ----- :— •-------------^~~' ~  ...........

' € t.ftt. a rw r ic T  a rs ig r a n ?  f f t ^ f t  f t t  a m d r a  f t  ct*% w r  f t  

f tp ?  u iift f t  f t t e R  w i f e  g r g  ? r f t  q ?  f t f t  g ?  r r r t  d f t ?  g ?  

sra1ft<P <?RfttfftTR d a d  arw cfia  ft r  a n t e s  araRT -#peir qgg- 
# T T I  vR dW  ^T %  g i f t  I f t l f t r d *  R  TI? g lf f tR  tf tq r  {% q ?  

f tf tf f ty  ? * r e f t #  fftfftdR<f>, a rw ra ra r a n t e s  q f t  f t t r a r  3jg?g- 

. f t t  g a r s  f t  f t f t i  f t  a t f t c T R  ‘g * R T  f t i  d R  g * R T  f t  y q t iw  c R ft  

g i f t  f a t t e n  g r g  T R r n - q d  f t  r is t  ^  f t  f f t

g ?  R f f t r  I f tn f t  w  %  w r y  f t  f e f t  fftfftR T R R i f t  sit, 

f f t d  t e f t  f t  ff tf t ^ m r ?  ffta rr  a r t  ? st  a s  q f t  t o r  f t  f t f c R  r t  

d d f t  q f f t jR f  f t  -ai-WWof- #  R W ^  - f t e  TIT 3Tlfft I fftfftoH<S 

§ r t  g r g  f t  a s i t e  r  v i w l a  a s r f t  f t ?  g ? g  w w i f f t s  q f f t f f t t e  ft

f f  t  R  ftfttftlofrrTcT* d£ f t ,  d ?  ftt IRFT RT ftm  I n3 W 7  SRft 
s i f t  fcrfftdH<t; g s a s  ^  # f  f t  g f t  ^ C T W < f  g d s r  q R f$ i:te -R >  

ft PRuhft tsgft (ftfftdH#, 3R W R  a n te s  qft ftrsiT qgrsr ftr 
cRfrid. ftsr 1 3RMRd a n te s  q<i ft?>iT q gg' g^\.<&  ,'*i?RT 
f t t e r  aiRT tmrft f t f  q f t e e - q f  ft- arfftcR. f t e  s t r i  tgfftftterar 
q ftft crit tfM rm ?, tfrjR .q . q ft f f t f t f t t e r  f f t iR ig w  ^ © c i R ft 
v»nft ft t  oq-cfWl <sftft. f t e f t  ft? f f t e  S R f *rfftsi ft
3MW<Sc1l j-HN fd  ftftT ft fftfttRT. ftt \5JT dft I 3iWc11d 3lte S
r  w eir ngra irt  dwtR'd s r s  g ?  t e ?  ftr 72 v €  w $̂ ararar 
a r m ^ R w g H R  w r r a l t r  ?r > f t ^ f t  f t  "g?© cr ^ ( f t  

a i w i r  ’g f f t f e R  g ft « n f t  1 ? r  ^  g ft. g id S m  w r  m  s r

ftft> oH ld i! sTRT g^T fe r ir  TSlft l ®1RT TR rft gJT TT? <u(i|« ^RT 
%  W  ftft g?T cqfftcT ^  rt^ Tcf q 'tRRT anfft ft r iR  ^ JIT  gsiT 
4>leVjmj t r  3 R i afTaTRtfj ^ h i  R r 'cp gft #  rteir *uanft(
SRT 'flftllftd  M Rdftf gft f̂%JcT RT^Tr.l 72 ^T W J  RcftcT S ift 
^  q?tira 24 a it  3TRR W S tt f  ®TRT w f t  gJT grfftcg #TT f| j
3 )« d M  ug®  ^  q R R p e -c fh r ft- f t ?  g fftd  g ^ rr nf^m aif 
^  SR ft *  q79RT gcT R R g  9 ?  =ftf g rftgR  t  aiaRT d f f  11 

w i i i c i l f t  f t  g f f trn  i r t  a m  g c R ?  ^  qRvflftl' $  r w  f t  g f t f
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T fR T  vTTcfT t  3 i t?  q  f o #  < l f c R  gT?T '3 )W d ld  qt

qt»rc£ feqtT vimr t. cfr q̂ft ftsrfcT 3  ^  qrqtr qrftq <jq
— ^mrf^r/yrewr^d— — ĉ]----- *]Hcr-— ? r ft r ...... qjqr qfiqr?

3iEqtpT/3]sim5r/-?fi?r qqtf ^  feq arfSpsTm/^Tr'TiKjsT ^ idI41 
{̂ TFT ftlRirMi qglftaratf ¥r #^TT I W t e  <fq?fal# ^  qr«if®tcT 
qfMqq f̂ leTT ■ gfcTH 3]s5faq? qcf a]HT arqrft <FT
arpmiH jppi gro crasra fcqr w m r I qqq ^  f?r£r .^ ?  qroq 
im  vj?r€t sriSpgxRf qq>. 4-2-05-1-w r q , fcqfqj 03 q f
2006 3  aifePwq qSt snqr 2 (q) ^  srqpfcT qrraTf^a/aractr^cT 
q m  5 cT srftq q> 3i s m / 3]sq]tpf/qfiErai4  %§ a w  q>q% $  forq 
3rg5 tftcr #^«nq r̂Tftcr qft q f  t , qfr ftHTjqflq % -  

(/) qrqqcr qgqnqft fcrf̂ cqiT Hsil^aicfq cwr qqq^
arwcirai------ - — ----

(«) w M  qrraqSht qqr f ^ v m  qsiRaic-M, cwt qq^s 

3fPfcnqn •>

(/;/) qrqqq qqqnqft qnqq&q a n g ^ g ?  fcrf̂ cHT qsifaaraq q^r 

qpq? atWcTra 1 ■
(iv) qrqq?r qemrqft griaqfoi ggqfrtl&re? faft>c«rqi<ifeaiaq ?wr 

q i ^  i m w i  . '•""'
(») -qrqlsT m n #  srraqfta '^qi^ r^R>oar .qgiftarcra ctm fqret 

stwnqri

f̂re : -  qrqqq qqqqqft trrq#tq ftf^qar qgifaarefq cpit iqfft qqq«? 

armtc] <j?r tTraftqjcrr <f onqrftqr/aKiqiftjci 5?] w  qtftq yi*cw q ^ . 

q n ^ q r 1 .

T̂oT̂ T :—1.

2.

3,

f ^ c W S M  3I^5R? <f?t f ^ t .  vJTT̂  <JT& * 
5Rt°r 3?r m ^ r  q f i f t n e - w  :
r̂af îcT 3r w h  $  3fl3tere> -gm- sjftt M P & .

fcRl vTF* ^Tef W% BTWT qR ftfle-'S t 
•^f^cT e in r 5Fn^t' g7^r W ^ c m c n r  $  3$ms> 
3>T fcR|- vsTT̂  ^Ict t^r gjT TIT^r M R f5l«e-^f

(qqr.qqr.^qq)
•yqqjf^q 

w m ^ fr  qnqn 
fM^rHT flrat f^mq

. i^ s r iv i

5

^ ) Vpy
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\ ' .
^0 iSOT: w  9—5 7 /2 0 1 4 /5 5 —1
L'frsirciui

fefra? 28 v^dl^, 2014

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6. 
7._
a
9.

10.

11.

t e r  ^ n te ,  n w t o  w  ‘ f ^ t e n r  t e r
t o w  W t o  ^  3ft>r n w t o  n t e f t  Rn n w t o  w w  * t o f t  <& 
w  *f t e  tg i  ' -

^ t o  (*w o t ), g s z t  R fto r  ^rqfeTO, w o t  i 
r̂ĝar nte, to r tow/^w to w /te r *w topft to  

t o w / t o t o H  t o m  f t o r / t o w  t o t o t  t o  
t e r n  t o r n / t o ?  w t o  n f t o  cfOTFT f t o T / a n g n  
tow i
n t o w n ,  w ^ r  vsprag* t o  s n t o c n  t o t o  j 
g fc m  w t e O T ,  w i ^ r  ^fcRT 2 ^ it o t  t o r n  i
w n p ;  ........ ................... :.;.........t o n  w ^ r  i

............ ................................. . w r a ^ r  i
g t e  t o t e -  Z.”...Z~...........w w w  i
a i t o w ,  f ^ r t o w  w t o i O T ,  t o t o ; ? t o / O T c ^ / t o t o r
/ ^ I / ¥ R  ’

W O T  *W 3i^O T/O T^T  t o n W O T ,  f x f t o w  W l t o l O T  
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